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If you can relate to the shop W
owner’s feeling, you will be able to dm ﬂnmm
hold back thinking “I shouldn’t do ofithe/shop/owners!

things to people that | wouldn't want
them to do to me.”

Voices from stationery and other miscellaneous store owners

< I'wish | were an easy-going lady who likes to be

\'4
“ friendly with kids, but things are not that easy.

Problems of shoplifting do exist.

When | see someone shoplifting, | first feel a
© surge of anger.

However, | drown myself in unspeakable sorrow
N more than anger.

There is a huge financial loss, but it’s not just that.

| suffer a “psychological” trauma.

For example, imagine you raised a bunch of
flowers, say, tulips, cosmoses, and so on, with
tender loving care, but one day you see the heads
of those flowers brutally chopped off.

Excerpts from the “Report on the Measures against Shoplifting Crime in the Community”

You get caught stealing, even if you do not leave the store.

If you hide an item in a bag or under your clothing before settling the amount, you could be charged with the “crime of theft”,
even if you do not leave the store. The shop may ask you to pay for damage, including expenses incurred in a proceeding.
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My child would commit Shoplifting!

We will share an experience of a mother, who is a member
of the “Group of Parents Confronting Child Delinquency.”
When you suddenly face the reality of shoplifting committed
by your child ---

My son was always into football, but he quit his club when he realized
he could not get along with his coach. He then started fooling around and
ended up getting caught shoplifting. | had to go to the police station to
pick him up. | could not tolerate him, so | cried and spanked him. He then
gradually became violent and abusive toward me. We were totally
shattered. | was so sad that | wished | could die. One day, | went to a
workshop organized by the association, where | heard that “Problems
come out of the weakest person in the family, just like an illness comes out in the
weakest area of the body.” | then realized that my son was in the most vulnerable
position in the family. In fact, | was the one forcing him to change. | thought | would
continue to struggle with my life, if | acted like that. | then started to turn my attention
to my hobby. That was when my family and | became peaceful.

My son seems to have found what he wanted to do. | know there will be times when
| am tested again as a parent, but | try not to rush. | will continue to have trust in him
and move forward. There must be reasons for children’s problematic behavior.

(Mrs. H, Mother)
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2 | Quizzes

(Look for answer on page 6.)

(Ql Even if you hide an item in a bag or (Q2 Even if you get caught shoplifting,

under your clothing, it is not shoplifting you will not be charged with a crime

if you do not leave the store. @ as long as you pay. @

{Q3 Which one of the following will you be charged with a crime?

Acting as a watchman : ] L
[A] because your friend (B] Asking your friend (C] Receiving what your

asked you to do so to steal friend shoplifted

7
- lde
.

My childiwasiguestionedibyithe! iorgsShopliftings
—Alistiof thingsiyourshouldn:tisay;

3

What have you done! f You are not a child (

(Pursuit of responsibility, ( - who would do such a thing. [
. taking out on your child) (/’ . (Negation) f
You child would feel like he was being accused. What’s done is done. Just criticizing your child
He would then start giving an excuse like, would not help him deal with the problem.
“That’s because....” By saying, “I'm sorry.”, he will start retreating in his shell.
el (
If you had wanted that so much, You made a fool of yourself.
you could have talked with me firgt. . So embarrassing!
—_ (Unchanged past) f/‘ - (Dig at your child) (’
Saying a thing like, “You should have You seem to care about what people would
done this or that.”, is just a grumble. say about you more than your child.

( That is because (

Who told you to do this?
R e _ you left him to do as he liked. [

(Shifting of responsibility)

L. __ (Sidestepping of issues) (‘-
If there is a lot of pressure to conform, This will only help your child justify

there is a risk that he will create a fictitious story. his own behavior.



/. |tips forlopod communication

When you talk with children at this age range, it is important to
pay attention and listen to them rather than telling them what to do.

Find the time and place where they can easily talk to you.

Show them that you listen to them and that you understand them.
(Focus on your communication with them. Don't let other things distract your attention.)

Don’t deny or criticize what they say. Take it as it comes.
When listening to them, try to make a quick response or give a nod.
Show empathy with their feelings at the time of shoplifting.

Repeat the words they use to show your understanding.

Imitate their body movements, just like a reflection in a mirror.

Samples of dialogue
! 2!

How do you feel now? How would you feel if you
2
(Promotion of self-reflection) LI XTI U el HiD ST

(Change of views)

Your child can perhaps organize his thoughts It’s important to have your child reflect
by saying what he did and how he felt about it. on his own conduct from someone else’s
position or points of view.
!

So first,
what do you want to do?

(Dealing with an issue
as someone responsible)

Is there anything
we can do as your parents?

(Offer of assistance)

Try to be patient until he starts saying a thing Have him feel that you are on his side.

like, “l want to go apologize to the store.” That way, it will create an atmosphere in which
you can say a thing like, “Let’s go to the store
together and apologize.”



Answer for Quiz on Page 4

t is a big mistake to think that shoplifting is a “minor” offence!

It is actually a “serious” crime.

A person who steals the property of another person and commits the crime of theft
shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than 10 years or a fine of not more
than 500,000 yen.

Shoplifting is a theft

(Penal Code, Article 235)

You will be charged with the crime of theft if you leave the store
without paying.

However, just because you do not leave the store, that does not mean
there is no problem.

You may still be charged with theft if you hide an item in a bag or under
your clothing before settling the amount.

You are dead wrong if you think that you will not be charged with a crime
as long as you pay.

Even if you pay afterwards, there is no changing the fact that you
committed theft.

[A] Even if you did not do shoplifting together, if you acted as a lookout, there is a
3 possibility that you would also be arrested.

D
@
<

These are
all

[B] Ifyou asked someone to do shoplifting, it is also possible that you would be punished
as an accomplice.

CUUILEIR [C] If you receive an item, knowing that it has been stolen, you may be charged with the
offences. crime of accepting free of charge stolen property, etc. (Penal Code, Article 256 Paragraph 1)
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