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To qguardians/parents)of

1stiyearistudentsiinijuniorihighischool

About theft (shoplifting)
Why don’t you sit down and discuss with your child once?




My child would commit shopliﬂing!!

We will share an experience of a mother, who is a member
of the “Group of Parents Confronting Child Delinquency.”
When you suddenly face the reality of shoplifting committed
by your child ---

He was a sporty boy, but::-:--

My son was always into football, but he quit his club when he realized he
could not get along with his coach. He then started fooling around and
ended up getting caught shoplifting. | had to go to the police station to pick
him up. | could not tolerate him, so | cried and spanked him. He then
gradually became violent and abusive toward me. We were totally
shattered. | was so sad that | wished | could die. One day, | went to a
workshop organized by the association, where | heard that “Problems
come out of the weakest person in the family, just like an illness comes out in the
weakest area of the body.” | then realized that my son was in the most vulnerable
position in the family. In fact, | was the one forcing him to change. | thought | would
continue to struggle with my life, if | acted like that. | then started to turn my attention
to my hobby. That was when my family and | became peaceful.

My son seems to have found what he wanted to do. | know there will be times when
| am tested again as a parent, but | try not to rush. | will continue to have trust in him
and move forward. There must be reasons for children’s problematic behavior.

(Mrs. H, Mother)
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al Even if you hide an item in a bag or Q2 Even if you get caught shoplifting,
under your clothing, it is not shoplifting you will not be charged with a crime

if you do not leave the store. @] as long as you pay. @]

‘Q3 Which one of the following will you be charged with a crime?

Acting as a watchman . f .
[A] because your friend (B] Asking your friend [C] AQEIT TR ll;

asked you to do so to steal friend shoplifted

It is a big mistake to think that shoplifting is a “minor” offence!
It is actually a “serious” crime.
A person who steals the property of another person and commits the crime of theft

shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than 10 years or a fine of not more
than 500,000 yen.

Shoplifting is a theft

(Penal Code, Article 235)

You will be charged with the crime of theft if you leave the store
without paying.

However, just because you do not leave the store, that does not mean
there is no problem.

You may still be charged with theft if you hide an item in a bag or under
your clothing before settling the amount.

as long as you pay.
Even if you pay afterwards, there is no changing the fact that you
committed theft.

[A] Evenif you do not do the actual shoplifting, you may be suspected as a co-principal
(Penal Code, Article 60) Or an accessory, if you act as a watchman. (Penal Code, Article 62)

<Q 1
<Q2 You are dead wrong if you think that you will not be charged with a crime
(Q3

[B] Ifyou egg your friend on to shoplift, you may be punished as an instigator.
These are (Penal Code, Article 61)
all

aluIEIM [C] If you receive an item, knowing that it has been stolen, you may be charged with the
offences. crime of accepting free of charge stolen property, etc. (Penal Code, Article 256 Paragraph 1)




3 Your child has'committed/shoplifii

What steps should be taken.
° Ask your child why he did it.

First, discuss with your child why he shoplifted.
Try to have an accurate understating of what
happened by asking him why he shoplifted and
how he felt about it.

Shoplifting can be triggered by various reasons,
such as school problems related to friends,

like bullying or ostracizing, and family problems,
including parents’ hands-off or overprotective
attitudes towards children and family discord.
Try not to be emotional.

Have your child understand that shoplifting is

a crime and that he should NEVER do it.

o Go to the store with your child, where he shoplifted, and make apologies.

If your child sees you apologize, he will realize the seriousness of what he has done.
If you defend him by saying things like, “He is just a kid”, “You want me to pay,
right?”, or “Other kids do the same things.”. you miss a golden opportunity to reform
your child.

(XXX )

Seek solution with your child.

Discuss with your child why he shoplifted and
seek solution to the problem. If necessary, try to
seek advice from the third party, such as the local
child guidance center or education consultation
center. The most important thing is if your child is
determined never to shoplift again.

Can you say “No”
when your friend eggs not supposed to shoplift
ou on to shoplift? in the first place?

What do you think of
shoplifting?

O Oncelyou are confidentienoughitolovercomeithe temptation from'your; friend,
you will not get yourself involved in other delinquent acts, as well!



tips for good communicatio

When you talk with children at this age range, it is important to
pay attention and listen to them rather than telling them what to do.

D Find the time and place where they can easily talk to you.

D Show them that you listen to them and that you understand them.

B Don’t deny or criticize what they say. Take it as it comes.

D Focus on your communication with them. Don't let other things distract your attention.
B When listening to them, try to make a quick response or give a nod.
B Show empathy with their feelings at the time of shoplifting.

D Repeat the words they use to show your understanding.

B Try to find their good qualities and praise them.

D When you ask questions, think about what you can do to get the conversation rolling.

E Imitate their body movements, just like a reflection in a mirror.
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Don

Jin \

let your familly

Even if | get caught shoplifting,
| will be fine as long as | pay!

Even if o py after shoplifting, there is no chan
the fact that you committed theft.
H Crime of theft

| was only acting as a watchman
‘cause my friend asked me to do so.

Even if you do not commluhnﬂ, you will
be an accomplice for abetting and aiding
the offence, if youact as a watchman
for'a shoplifter.

W Co-Principals or Accessory

| was only asking

my friend to steal!

You could be charged with the crime of
inciting your friend to commit theft.

M Instigator

| only received what
my friend shoplifted!

If you receive an item, knowing that
it has been stolen, you could be
charged with a crime. \
Il Crime of accepting free of charge stolen prgf \

\
\
\

You get caught stealing, even if you do not leave the store.

If you hide an item in a bag or under your clothing before settling the amount, you could be charged with the “crime of theft”,
even if you do not leave the store. The shop may ask you to pay for damage, including expenses incurred in a proceeding.

Shoplifting could carry an imprisonment of up to 10 years on a fine of up to 500,000 yen! All the incidents are alerted to the police.
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